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For Immediate Release

Media Contact: Jennifer Kutsher | 646 388 6677 | jkutsher@fiaf.org
The French Institute Alliance Française (FIAF) 

in partnership with the Opéra Français de New York (OFNY)
present
The U.S. premiere of

Kurt Weill’s Marie Galante
with
soprano Isabel Bayrakdarian in the title role

Conducted by Yves Abel

Thursday & Saturday, November 13 & 15 at 8pm

Sunday, November 16 at 3pm

FIAF • Florence Gould Hall

55 East 59th Street, NYC

New York, NY – November 3, 2008 – The French Institute Alliance Française (FIAF), in partnership with the Opéra Français de New York (OFNY), announced today the upcoming U. S. premiere of Kurt Weill's Marie Galante, produced by OFNY. The production showcases the fully-restored orchestral score and reconstruction of the original play by Jacques Deval. Marie Galante will be performed Thursday and Saturday, November 13 and 15 at 8pm and Sunday, November 16 at 3pm at FIAF's Florence Gould Hall. Starring the internationally acclaimed soprano and featured Metropolitan Opera performer Isabel Bayrakdarian in the title role; conducted by Yves Abel; and directed by the team of Jean-Philippe Clarac and Olivier Delœuil.

The story centers around the innocent and tragic Marie who is abducted in France and taken to South America by the lustful Captain Létuvier. Marie scorns Létuvier's advances only to find herself abandoned in a strange and exotic land. Having turned to prostitution in order to survive, she plans her return to Bordeaux but is caught in a web of deception, intrigue and espionage that ultimately leads to her demise. Weill’s brilliant score provides a conceptual bridge between his early works in Berlin and his Broadway successes. Don't miss the opportunity to see this rare masterpiece by one of the preeminent composers of the 20th century.

In 1933, with the rise of totalitarianism in Germany, Kurt Weill and his wife, singer Lotte Lenya, fled to France, arriving with only the clothes on their backs. It was during the 18-month period in Paris and before his arrival in New York that Weill created Marie Galante. 

Marie Galante premiered in Paris in December 1934. This gem of music-theater represents Weill’s artistic transition from his landmark theater pieces written in Germany to his later Broadway successes. It includes a cast of exotic characters, Weill’s inimitable songs, spoken dialogue, dance, and orchestral numbers in two acts and 10 scenes. The libretto is adapted from the 1931 novel by Jacques Deval, an “enfant terrible” of early 20th-century French literature, who became famous for the biting tone of his dialogue and frank treatment of sexuality. The intimacy of Florence Gould Hall is well suited to this piece which exemplifies French music-theater’s subtle combination of dialogue and song with chamber orchestra accompaniment.

Marie Galante will be sung in French with English supertitles. The spoken dialogue will be in English. Tickets are $80 for prime orchestra and $60 ($50 for FIAF members) for orchestra and are available in-person at the Florence Gould Hall box office and through Ticketmaster online and by phone. See the listings summary below for public contact information.

Presented by the French Institute Alliance Française (FIAF) and produced by Opéra Français de New York (OFNY), the U.S. premiere of Kurt Weill's Marie Galante is presented as part of the 20th Anniversary of the opening of FIAF's Florence Gould Hall and OFNY's 20th Anniversary season.

About Isabel Bayrakdarian, Soprano

Isabel Bayrakdarian burst onto the international opera scene after winning first prize in the 2000 Operalia competition founded by Plácido Domingo. Since then she has performed in many of the world's major opera houses and concert halls. She is admired as much for her stunning stage presence as for her exceptional musicality. 

Highlights of Ms. Bayrakdarian’s recent seasons have included performances as Pamina (Die Zauberflöte) at the Metropolitan Opera, Zerlina (Don Giovanni) at the Salzburg Festival, Susanna (Le nozze di Figaro) at Covent Garden and the Houston Grand Opera, and her role debut as Blanche in Robert Carsen’s production of Poulenc’s Dialogues of the Carmelites at the Lyric Opera of Chicago. In the 2007–08 season Ms. Bayrakdarian reprised her signature role of Susanna in Le nozze di Figaro, at the Canadian Opera Company and the Bayerische Staatsoper conducted by Peter Schneider. She returned to the Canadian Opera Company to debut the role of Mélisande in Pélleas et Mélisande, as well as her role debut as Norina in Don Pasquale with Opera Colorado and the title role in The Cunning Little Vixen at the Saito Kinen Festival in Matsumoto, Japan under the baton of Seiji Ozawa. Ms. Bayrakdarian also appeared in recital with her husband, pianist Serouj Kradjian at Carnegie Hall’s Zankel Hall.

Isabel Bayrakdarian sings on the Grammy® award-winning soundtrack of the blockbuster film The Lord of the Rings: The Two Towers, and her voice can also be heard in the multiple award-winning Canadian film Ararat. Ms. Bayrakdarian has been honored with four Juno awards, Canada’s highest recording prize, most recently for her CD Mozart arie & duetti with fellow Canadians Russell Braun and Michael Schade. She is the subject of a CBC-TV film entitled A Long Journey Home that documents her first trip to Armenia, her family’s homeland; on another trip there recently she recorded a disc of songs by the country’s national composer, Gomidas Vartabed (1869-1935), with her husband and the Armenian Philharmonic Orchestra. Expanding her vast discography, Ms. Bayrakdarian was a guest soloist with the Canadian band Delerium on their 2007 Grammy® nominated dance remix “Angelicus.”

About Yves Abel, Conductor, OFNY Music Director

Yves Abel has established himself as one of his generation’s most exciting conductors. He was recently appointed Principal Guest Conductor of the Deutsche Oper, Berlin where he has conducted Le nozze di Figaro, La traviata, Dialogues des Carmélites, Tiefland and Carmen  as well as new productions of Don Pasquale and Simon Boccanegra.

A frequent guest with the world’s great opera companies, he has conducted performances at the Metropolitan Opera, Lyric Opera of Chicago, San Francisco Opera, Seattle Opera, Opéra National de Paris, Netherlands Opera, Teatro San Carlo in Naples and at the Glyndebourne Festival. He has conducted new productions in Barcelona Madama Butterfly, Lisbon Il turco in Italia, Naples Gounod’s Faust, Dallas Ermione, Seattle Heggie’s The End of Affair and Santa Fe Così fan tutte.

In the 2006/07 season he made his début at La Scala, Milan, with La fille du Régiment. Another recent debut was at the Vienna Staatsoper with L’elisir d’amore where he has since returned to conduct a new production of La fille du Régiment with Natalie Dessay and Juan Diego Florez. 

Future engagements at the Vienna Staatsoper include L’italiana in Algieri, Madama Butterfly, Simon Boccanegra and Un ballo in Maschera. At the Deutsche Oper, Berlin, plans include La traviata, Carmen and Le nozze di Figaro. He has conducted Lalo’s Le Roi d’Ys and will conduct Les contes d’Hoffmann in Toulouse; Lucia di Lammermoor in Naples; Norma in Bilbao; La fille du Régiment in Barcelona; La bohème in Oviedo and his debut at the Royal Opera House, Covent Garden.

A French-Canadian, he has a particular affinity with the French repertoire and has won significant critical acclaim for his achievements as founder and Music Director of Opéra Français de New York, including regenerating rare French operas and performing the world premiere of Dusapin’s To be Sung. 

About Jean-Philippe Clarac & Olivier Delœuil, Stage Directors, OFNY Co-Artistic Directors
Since 2001, Jean-Philippe Clarac and Olivier Delœuil's work for OFNY has included staged productions of two American premieres: the chamber version of Rameau’s Castor et Pollux and the original piano version of Debussy’s Pelléas et Mélisande. They have also staged Pascal Dusapin’s To Be Sung (the American premiere of this contemporary chamber opera as a featured event of the Cultural Services of the French Embassy’s “Sounds French” Festival), Yvonne Printemps: A French Diva Unveiled (an original production portraying the life and career of the legendary French star of operetta and film), and Les Pèlerins de la Mecque (Gluck’s final opéra-comique). The directing duo has also presented a series of original multimedia presentations based on stories and characters of some of the great operas of the French repertoire.

Their directing credits also include highly acclaimed new productions of Gounod’s Faust at the Opéra National de Bordeaux, Gounod’s Roméo et Juliette for Spoleto USA Festival and Pittsburgh Opera, Offenbach’s Les Contes d’Hoffmann for Opéra de Nantes/Angers, a new production of Auber’s Manon Lescaut at Ireland’s Wexford Festival, semi-staged Christmas concerts for the Orchestre National de Lyon with French soloists Patricia Petibon, and Jean-Paul Fouchécourt, as well as a multimedia performance that inaugurated the opening night of the Lyon orchestra’s 2005/2006 season.

About FIAF

FIAF, a not-for-profit organization created in 1898 by American Francophiles, is one of the largest and most respected centers of French-American activities in the United States, widely known as the home of New York’s foremost French language school, the leading all-French library in the country, and New York’s only performing arts center dedicated to French and Francophone culture. FIAF is dedicated to encouraging interaction and better understanding between French-speaking and American communities by creating programs in the arts and education that promote and enhance knowledge of French and Francophone culture.

About Florence Gould Hall

Florence Gould Hall is owned and operated by the French Institute Alliance Française (FIAF), New York's French cultural center. In honor of Florence Gould Hall’s 20th Anniversary, FIAF has created a month-long celebration of programming—featuring OFNY's production Marie Galante—which reflects the excellence in French culture that this venue has brought to New York. 

About OFNY

Under the leadership of its general director, Pierre Lorieau, co-artistic directors Jean-Philippe Clarac and Olivier Delœuil, and music director and conductor Yves Abel, Opéra Français de New York is in its nineteenth season, and has now presented professional performances of over thirty operas from the French repertory (in concert, semi-staged, and staged productions) as well as one original music theater production.

LISTING SUMMARY

	What:
	FIAF presents Marie Galante

	When:
	Thursday & Saturday, November 13 & 15 at 8pm

	Photo call:
	Sunday, November 16 at 3pm
Wednesday, November 12 at 1:30pm (Press must RSVP by November 7, 2008)

	Where:
	FIAF, Florence Gould Hall

	
	55 East 59th Street (between Park & Madison Avenues)

	Admission:
	$80; $60

	Tickets:
	fiaf.org | 212 307 4100 (Ticketmaster)

	Information:
	fiaf.org | 212 355 6160

	Box Office Hours:
	Tuesday: 11am-7pm | Wednesday – Friday noon-7pm | Saturday noon-4pm

	Subway:
	4, 5, 6, N, R and W at 59th Street; F at 63rd Street


# # #

Support provided by Florence Gould Foundation, the Kurt Weill Foundation for Music, Inc., the New York State Council on the Arts, Cultures France, and Fondation Jean-Luc Lagardère.


