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New nature parks are big draws for Switzerland.

Switzerland has major new attractions this summer: nine beautiful nature parks. Indeed, closeness to nature is a characteristic of the country’s great tourist and gastronomic variety, as revealed at www.MySwitzerland.com. With detailed and atmospheric descriptions of the new parks as well as the UNESCO World Natural Heritage sites, Switzerland Tourism (ST) invites visitors on an exciting journey of natural discovery. 

Nature is one of Switzerland’s biggest and most sought-after attractions. And as the trend towards more sustainable forms of tourism and healthier lifestyles gains momentum, Switzerland, with its unspoilt nature, only gains in appeal. 

A range of attractions in and around the nature parks

With “Nature Travel”, Switzerland Tourism is responding to the growing desire worldwide for sustainable tourism and environmentally friendly holidays. The new programme covers a range of tourist facilities in and around the regional nature parks, the Swiss National Park in the Engadine, the UNESCO World Natural Heritage sites  (such as the fossil-rich Monte San Giorgio in Ticino), and the Entlebuch UNESCO Biosphere Reserve, with its characteristic upland bogs. At present, the Federal Office for the Environment (FOEN) has listed nine Swiss parks as candidates for the status of “park of national importance”. These encompass unspoilt landscapes such as those of the Parc Ela in Graubünden and the Chasseral in the Jura, as well as one of Europe’s most extensive cave systems in the Lake Thun - Hohgant Regional Nature Park, and the Zürich-Sihlwald Nature Discovery Park, an extensive forest on the city’s doorstep.

“Get natural” at MySwitzerland.com

ST provides detailed descriptions of all the nature parks and UNESCO World Natural Heritage sites at www.MySwitzerland.com/nature. To complement these, the website also offers comprehensive and user-friendly practical information on local facilities, including accommodation, restaurants, activities and events, as well as descriptions of regional delicacies.

For example, visitors to the website can discover where they can admire ornate church windows around the Chasseral Regional Nature Park (cantons Bern/Neuchâtel), and where they can enjoy the local Tête de Moine cheese or a fruity glass of Chasselas wine. They can also find out where they can track down native tulips, minerals or archaeological finds in the Binntal Landscape Park. Or they can plan a descent to the healing hot mineral springs deep in the Tamina Gorge, close to the UNESCO World Heritage site of the Tectonic Arena Sardona. ST also recommends here a hike along a mountain trail linking the geological highlights of this fascinating region, for example, or a visit to the collection of cave bear bones at the Drachenloch Museum in Vättis (St. Gallen).

Information on each of these areas is easy to find. Go to the Search field at the top of the website, and simply enter the park’s webcode (see following page). In this way, visitors can put together a comprehensive and practical “Nature Travel” info pack.

Alpine Summer brochure promises experiences close to nature.

In the same “get natural” spirit, ST presents a new brochure devoted to the Alpine Summer – with a focus on closeness to nature, and authentic experiences.

While the Swiss Alps have attracted summer visitors for generations, the latest edition of ST’s classic Alpine Summer brochure is packed with new things to discover, illustrated with gloriously atmospheric photographs. The stalactite caves of Réclère in the Jura promise adventure, while a rowing-boat trip on the majestic blue Lake Oeschinen in the UNESCO World Natural Heritage site above Kandersteg (Bern) offers an experience of unspoilt nature. High thrills are guaranteed on the steepest funicular in Europe, the Gelmerbahn (Bern), while Switzerland’s longest wooden bridge in Rapperswil (St. Gallen) promises tranquillity – and sublime lake views. Around 200 other ideas are listed in the Alpine Summer brochure, and at www.myswitzerland.com/bergsommer.

The best way to plan some “nature travel” or any journey through the Alpine summer is by using the SwitzerlandMobility eco- transport network, the first of its kind in the world. This incorporates 20,000 kilometres of marked routes for hikers, cyclists, mountain-bikers, inline skaters and canoeists.

Nature parks of national importance
UNESCO World Natural Heritage sites 

Swiss National Park (GR): 
34311
Rhaetian Railway RhB (GR):

324268
Binntal Landscape Park (VS): 
17426
Lavaux, vineyard terraces (VD):

44877
Parc Ela Regional Nature Park (GR):
324268
Monte San Giorgio (TI):

21572
Chasseral Regional Nature Park (BE/NE): 
325319
Jungfrau-Aletsch-Bietschhorn (VS):

28362
Zürich-Sihlwald Nature Discovery Park (ZH)
324270
Tectonic Arena Sardona (GL/GR):

323112
Gantrisch Regional Nature Park (BE)
324272
Entlebuch Biosphere Reserve (LU):

35789


Diemtigtal Regional Nature Park (BE)
325394





Biosfera Val Müstair (GR)
325393



Thal Regional Nature Park (SO)
325392
Lake Thun - Hohgant Regional Nature Park (BE)
324269
Further information:

Nature parks:


www.bafu.admin.ch/paerke 

UNESCO World Natural Heritage sites: 


http://whc.unesco.org/en/statesparties/ch 

SwitzerlandMobility: 


www.switzerlandmobility.ch 

Photographs for free downloading:


www.swiss-image.ch/gonature 
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